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Blue Valley West Band Handbook

PREFACE

TheBlue Valley WesBands are recognizessamongthe premiereducational performingnsemblegn Kansas
as well as inthe United States. The Bands have developeda reputation formature performancesof
sophisticatedwind literature and are known for the excellenceof their individual performersand their
commitmentto artistic integrity. Congratulations on becoming a parta$ trich tradition of excellence and
quality in musical performance.

The success of the band program centers on prigemdment to task, and the willingness to work herd
achieve a common goal. We do not expect everyestud the bands to become a virtuoso musician. dé/e
expect every student to establish both short and-tange goals for improvement on his/her instrumngn
exhibit mature, responsible attitudes and actidradldimes, and to be willing to contribute lotétward work
for the benefit of all.

The bandprogramexiststo provide an excellentmusic educationfor the students. This is achievedthrough
individual study andraried performancesn many venuedyoth marchingandconcert, supporting eurriculum
which placesanemphasi®n comprehensiveusicianship.Performancepportunitiesncludelarge ensembles,
chamberensemblesndsolos. The skills bandstudentsacquirein theseactivitiesaredirectly relatedto skills
necessaryor auditions presentations and interviewsothercareeffields.

Opportunitiesare alsoprovidedfor thosewho wish to developtheir leadership skills. Thereis an extensive
studentleadershiprogram,asmentionedn this handbookandstudentieadersarerelied uponto helpachieve
organizationagoals.

Social skills are also developed. Participatiobhamdenableghe studentdo form closefriendshipswithin the
school througttheir collaborativeefforts andthe opportunityto work with their peersas partof a team. As a
member of the Blue Valley West Bands, students makg-lasting friendships and develop a sense of
comradeship that is unique to our organizationgaDizationalgoalsare clearly establishedand the students
depend heavilpn eachotherto achievethem. As a result, the concepts of responsibilégmwork and good
citizenship will develop as each student experisrtiae world of music.

The ultimate goal of the programis to producegraduatesvho are knowledgeable aboutusic, can perform
successfullywith confidence,canoperatewithin a structuredramework, and can work to develop tbllls

necessaryto continually becomea better life long musician.In addition, the program strives to produce
informedadults ofhigh integrity who understanéndappreciatanusicandmusicianswvho fosterthe continuing
developmenof artisticendeavorsn their community.

Blue Valley West Band alumni are highly recruiteddolleges and universitiesdhaveattendednanyof the
most prestigiousmusic and professional schodats the country. Severalare currently pursuing careersas
professionamusicians. Many othershaveattendedop universitiesin the countrystudyingfor careersn other
areas while incorporating the disciplines they digved in their music study at Blue Valley West.

Every year is a new challenge - new combinationges§onalities and talent, new audiences, new mosig
drills, new members, and new leadership from banohcil. By accepting membership in the Blue VaNggst
Bands, students agree to perform to the best ofdbdities and work together with the band stafinake this
year's band the finest musical organization thatombined efforts can produce.



This handbook is designed to convey the guidelares operating procedures of the Blue Valley Westd3a
Its purpose is to help answer student/parent questnd be a helpful guide for defining the proceswf the
organization. If you need further information, gde call and we will assist in every possible way.

2010-2011 BLUE VALLEY WEST BAND STAFF

Daniel Kirk, Director of Bands 913-239-3814
dkirk@bluevalleyk12.org

Carolyn Knapp, Associate Director of Bands 9B3-3815
cknapp@bluevalleyk12.org

Blue Valley West Fax Number 913-239-3880

Log on to the Blue Valley West Band web page at
http://bvwestband.com

Log on to the Charms Website for forms and calendar
www.charmsmusic.com
Login: bvwhsband
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» Individual Band Responsibilities
Students are placed by audition into one of fivessés at Blue Valley West: Symphonic Band, Concert
Band, Freshman Band, Percussion Class, or Jazz Bamients may also participate in Pep Band and Lab
Jazz Band. Our curriculum is designed to impraowdvidual performing skills throughout the yearherl
responsibilities for students in each group ardéred below.

SYMPHONIC BAND/ MARCHING BAND
Daniel Kirk and Carolyn Knapp, Directors
* Membership by audition only
» Performance in Marching Band
» Performance of marching contest music by memory
* Preparation of All-District music during the fall
» Performance of technical exercises as assignelebgitector
» Students are encouraged to audition for All-DistBand
» Students are required to perform in Solo and Ente@bntest
» Performance of concert music as assigned by tleetdir
» Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school,
and all 7:00 a.m. starts
» Students in the Symphonic Band are expected typ fpaliticipate in all performance
activities, including approved travel and graduatio

CONCERT BAND/ MARCHING BAND
Carolyn Knapp and Daniel Kirk, Directors
* Membership by audition only
» Participation in Marching Band
» Performance of marching contest music by memory
* Preparation of All-District and Sousa music durihg fall
» Performance of technical exercises as assignelebgitector
» Students are encouraged to audition for All-DistBand and the Sousa band
» Students are encouraged to perform in Solo andrriseContest
» Performance of concert music as assigned by tleetdir
» Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school
» Students in this Band are expected to fully paréite in all performance activities,
including travel.

FRESHMEN BAND/CONCERT BAND
Carolyn Knapp and Daniel Kirk, Directors
* Membership by audition only
» Participation in facets of Marching Band
* Preparation of Sousa music during the fall
» Performance of technical exercises as assignelebgitector
» Students are encouraged to audition for the Soasa B
» Students are encouraged to perform in Solo andrriseContest
» Performance of concert music as assigned by tleetdir
» Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school
» Students in this Band are expected to fully pguéite in all performance activities
including travel and graduation.




PERCUSSION CLASS

Carolyn Knapp and Daniel Kirk, Directors
This class meets in the second semester only
Participation in Marching Band
Performance of technical exercises as assignedebgitector
Students are encouraged to perform in Solo andridrise
Contest
Performance of concert music as assigned by directo
Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school
Students in this class are expected to fully pigdie in all performance activities
including travel and graduatic

JAZZ BAND

Daniel Kirk, Director
Membership by audition only
Preparation of All-District Jazz Music during tredl f
Students are encouraged to audition for All-Distd&zz Band
Performance technical exercises as assigned irdetor
Development of individual and ensemble jazz skills
Performance of the Jazz Music as assigned by direct
Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full baehdarsals before or after school
Students in this band are expected to fully pgrétg in all performance activities

PEP BAND

Daniel Kirk and Carolyn Knapp, Directors
Participation is required by all members of the $kionic, Concert, and Freshma
Band classes. It is a part of students’ particjmegjrade.
Pep band is a part of the curriculum and is comsitlan extension of the other bafd
classes
Development of individual and ensemble skills
Preparation of the pep band music as assignededitéctor
Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school
Students in this Band are expected to fully pgréite in all performance activities

JAZZ L AB BAND

Daniel Kirk and Carolyn Knapp, Directors
Membership by audition only
Performance technical exercises as assigned hirétor
Development of individual and ensemble jazz skills
Performance of the Jazz Music as assigned by direct
Attendance at section rehearsals and/or full behdarsals before or after school
Students in this band are expected to fully paudit in all performance activities




» Organizations Within the Blue Valley West Bands
U Drill Team/ Color Guard
Membershign thedrill team’ color guards opento anystudentfollowing anauditionand approvaby
thedirector and the color guard and drill team ingioie A student'sselectionasa membeof the drill
teand color guards for oneyear.

U Drum Line
Membership in the drum line is open to any bandlestt, following an audition and approval by the
director and the drum line instructor. Any studenéviously enrolled in the band program at Blue
Valley West or at a feeder middle school as regaattithe eighth grade must maintain their membershi
in the band program each year to remain a membteadirum line. A student's selection as a member
of the drum line is for one year.

U Winter Drum Line
Membership in the winter drum line is open to aand student, following an audition and approval by
the director and the drum line instructor. Thisugy meets outside the school day and is considered
extracurricular. Students are expected to be athkarsals and performances and must communicate
well in advance before being absent.

U Winterquard
Membership in the Winterguard is open to any studetiowing an audition and approval by the

director, drill team, and the color guard instrustoWinterguard team, which will begin after-schoo
rehearsals upon the completion of marching sealsorder to letter in Drill Team, you must
participate and complete all three components df Deam.

U Jazz Band and Jazz Lab Band
Membership in the Jazz Band is open to any bamtkesty following an audition and approval by the
director. Any student previously enrolled in thend program at Blue Valley West or a feeder middle
school or recently as the eighth grade must mairttegir membership in the band program each year to
remain a member of the Jazz Band. A student's@efeas a member of the Jazz Band is for one year.
Unless a guitar, piano, or bass player, a studeist e a member of Marching, Symphonic, or Concert
Band to be involved in the top Jazz Band at BlukeyaNest.




Auditions
All Blue Valley West band courses require full yparticipation and involve outside of school seutils,
rehearsals and performances.
Students are required to audition for select perfance ensembles — ALL students participate in iandit
— NO ONE ‘opts out’ — no matter what group in whibby wish to play.
The Head Director and Associate Director determandition requirements.
Directors will notify students of audition datesguirements, and results in a timely fashion.
Director, as well as guest adjudicators, will seagevaluators during auditions.
Audition material will reflect the director’s antjgated performance level for the students andvdlbased
on prior learning. Such examples include the respliiliterature for the Northeast Kansas District i
Band auditions.

Specifics for Concert/Symphonic Band Auditions

» There will be one major audition each year to plstcelents in either Concert Band or Symphonic Band
and/or to assign chair placement within each enkemiStudents will audition at the conclusion of
marching season to place students into concerbipeirig ensembles for the remainder of the year.

» Even if a student pre-enrolled in a specific clabgy must audition into that performance ensemble.
Class schedules will need to be changed if thegsgad’ wrong.

» This audition will be LIVE and BLIND — heard by a panel of judges. No one student, regardless of
age or previous ensemble placement, will be showial. The audition process is one solely based on
musical ability.

» Audition material will include music, scales, andlhg-reading as assigned by the directors. Audlitio
material for this major audition will be availalitee before the first week of school.

» Students’ scores, based on performance rubrics ameistently for all sections during auditionsll e
uploaded into a pre-determined spreadsheet treddyirhas the instrumentation set for each perfoceman
group.

» Student chair placement within a band may changmglthe semester at the director’s discretion thase
on performance.

» There will be no personnel changes between groiigsauditions. Post-auditions, the groups are set

Other Auditions

» Auditions for marching band auxiliary groups wik lannounced and held during the late winter/spring.
These include drum majors, color guard officers mr@nbers, drum line officers and members, and other
band council positions. Audition dates will be fokin the band room. Directors will evaluate &hes
auditions.

Booster Club
One Band, Choir and Orchestra Booster Club willsexin each high school attendance area under the
leadership of the High School Head Band, Choir &mthestra Director. The main objectives of the
Booster Club are to support and enhance the arewlpahoir and orchestra programs for each high stho
and to provide program communication to student parents at all levels of participation.

Specifics
» The Blue Valley West Band Booster Club is a norfiprarganization of parents of band students in

grades 9-12. There are no membership dues.
» The Executive Board of the BVWBC works closely witle principals and band directors to provide
activities and support for those activities, whatle beneficial to all band students. Support igntyan
the form of communications, chaperones, publidiind raising, and financial assistance. It is libfhet
all parents of band students will feel welcomen jand participate in meetings and other activities.
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Calendar of Events/Rehearsal and Performance Schedu
Each secondary music program is responsible foeldging an annual calendar of activities that iraés
major events and activities. This calendar will inade available to students and parents no latanth
September 1 of the new school year.

Specifics
Please check your calendar and report any canficcthe directors. Attendance at all performarares

rehearsals is required. If an excused absencetigpated at a major event, a written inquiry skoloe
submitted at least two weeks in advance. The Bla#ley West Band Calendar is posted on the band
website and on Charms Music. It is updated ofteit soadvisable to consult it often for changed anint

it off on a monthly basis.

» Marching Season
Schedules for summer marching band and marchirgarshls during the school year are posted on the
Charms website. Summer band rehearsals are necésgaepare the band for performances early in
the school year. The Red and Silver Brigade valearse every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
starting at 7:00 and Tuesday and Thursdays staatihg30. Some Saturday rehearsals are scheduled as
well so please consult the website for an exactdule.

» Concert Season
The directors will develop a section rehearsal daleefor each band prior to the completion of fadtb
season that will be distributed to all students teir parents. These sectionals will begin thst fiveek
after the conclusion of football season and comtitmoughout concert season.

Student Behavior/Conduct
Any organization that has high performance standardist also have high behavioral standards.
With the approval of the Principal and Superintemglesponsors and coaches of extracurricular aaegit
including interscholastic athletics and marchinghdamay develop and enforce standards of behalatr t
are higher than the District-developed Student CoflecConduct. Adherence to these standards may
condition membership or participation in the adiyvi Extracurricular standards of behavior may takeo
consideration conduct that occurs at any time, pofbschool property. No provision of an extragoular
behavioral standard shall have the effect of dimamation on the basis of sex, race, disabilityijgien, or
ethnicity.
Students shall be informed of any extracurriculahévioral standards at the beginning of each sclyear
or, in the case of interscholastic athletics andchang band, at the time the students report forkeats or
practices that occur prior to the beginning of das.

Specifics

» Students enrolled in the band program are expeotédisplay exemplary behavior at all times. Atmve
performance as a band member, you represent odrfhaamly, Blue Valley West High School, the Blue
Valley School District, and Overland Park, KS. Madure that your actions prove that the Blue Valley
West Bands are a class act in every wdie will be the classiest band, at every competitidavent, in
every way possible, no matter what. That is our andard. Professionalism at all times.

» No Random Playingwill be tolerated. Ever. At school and in publie play as a group in an organized
fashion, or not at all. Groups that allow this @@psecond rate and undisciplined. We are NOT that

» Band students are welcome in the band room befatefier school. However, do not disturb if thisra
class or sectional in progress. Show every copttethe director and students involved.



»Hazing within the band program is not toleratedmmiediate action will be taken to remove any
individuals in violation of this agreement. Bottiime, harassment has no place in our family.

» The following requirements will make our rehearsaisre productive and will contribute to a positive
learning environment
> Blue Valley West Band Rehearsal Guidelines

U Be seated with instrument, music, pencil, and sapplhen the tardy bell rings.

O Show good rehearsal etiquette by being a good fdayer—study your part quietly while
the director works with another section. Remairtagk at all times; do not talk or interrupt
the focus of a rehearsal.

Be intent on improving your performance skills.

Raise your hand and ask questions if you need mdradual help.

Leave your cases in your locker during rehearsalyamur backpacks at the side of the room.
Lock your locker during rehearsals.

Do not leave purses or other valuables unlocke¢derband room.

Students are solely responsible for the care andtemance of their assigned equipment and
personal items.

No food, gum, or drink is allowed in the band room. We all take pride in keeping our
band room clean and organized.

All instruments remain in cases with latches clossdle a locker when not in use.

Lockers shall remain clean. Items other than umsénts, music and books should not be
kept in lockers.

No food should be left in lockers.

Disorderly behavior and abusive language will rotdierated.

The practice rooms are for the convenience of owafe lesson staff and for those who use
them for instrument practice. They are not to §edufor any other purpose.

Please be considerate of directors' requests $tstasce and/or performance of tasks around
the band room. Families help each other out. estilling to lend a hand!

O 000 OO0 O 0OO0oopooo

Eligibility

» All music organizations adhere to the eligibilityles and regulations as stated by KSHSAA (Kans#te St
High School Activities Association). To be eligilstudents must have passed five courses the psevio
semester. For more specifics, please consult th¢3IA3\ website.

* To be eligible to participate in any semester,sht must have recorded a grade average of at lE&asn
a scale of 0 to 100 in five courses for that précgdemester.

* Any student who does not have a recorded semestesige in at least five courses over 70 at the afral
semester period shall be suspended from parti@paduring the succeeding semester.

Specifics

The Blue Valley West Band Staff will enforce rubasd regulations. All students may be requiredutanst

a weekly grade report sheet. Students who aregiblel will continue to rehearse during their basldss,
before and after school and participate in curacylerformances to earn their band grade. Inddigib
students may not travel with the band or parti@patextracurricular performances.
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Grading Guidelines in Music

Blue Valley West has established instructional dbjes that relate to the mandated National Stadddor

grade level subjects or courses. These objectvesaligned to address the academic skills needed f

successful performance in the next grade or nexitsenin a sequence of courses.

Assignments, tests, projects, classroom actividied,other instructional activities must be deswjse that

the student’s performance indicates the level adterg of the designated District objectives. Tiuglent’s

mastery level of these objectives is a major factatetermining the grade for a subject or course.

In accordance with District policy, all “excused’baences will be honored with no grade penalty.

A major part of the music curriculum is the devehgmt of performance skills. Therefore, “unexcused”

absences from a sectional, rehearsal or performamndgch are integral to developing these perforneanc

skills, will lower a student’s course grade asdolk:

» Sectionals and rehearsals are course requiremdrds require interaction from members of a group
and cannot be made up. Therefore, an “unexcusédeace from a before or after school sectional or
rehearsal will lower a student’s “Daily Basics” wkly grade by 10 points. A tardy to any rehearsal or
performance will lower a student’s “Daily Basics"agkly grade by 5 points.

» Performances are mandatory as a culmination of groaurse requirements and cannot be made up.
Therefore, an “unexcused” absence from a schedplkedormance will reflect a grade of “0” to be
averaged into the student’s quarter performancadgrand the student may be subject to removal from
the course.

Other absences and tardiness, excused or unexcus®d,be made up in accordance with District and

school/teacher grading guidelines.

A band member’s quarter grade will be an averagtheffollowing:

» Patrticipation (20%)(15 points each week — deductions made by Dirg@btheir discretion)
U The student will show respect for rehearsals byvabt participating in all facets of each.
U The student will be on task and focused.
U The student will be prepared to play his/her patcessfully.
U The student will mark music and take notes as rikede
» Skills Tests (25%}30-50 points per skills test —rubric based - camtiministered by Band Staff)
O The student will be expected to improve individuakic skills.
O These will include Memory Exams of fall marchinggram.
O The student’s individual skill development will dealuated through music tests, individual playing
tests, scale tests, and written tests.
U The student may also be evaluated on improvemesmtsaimble skills during daily rehearsals.
» Daily Basics (30%)20 points per week — these can disappear veryktyitnot careful)
Q Is the student where the need to be? When thelytodee there? With what they need to have?
U The student will have instrument, music, pencil,bawk, markers, coordinate sheets, and supplies.
O 5 point deduction for each tardy to rehearsals ect®nals
O 10 point deduction for unexcused absence to rehéaos sectionals
O Random materials checks will be in this categdwat having appropriate materials will result in a
5 point deduction.
» Performance (25%)each worth 100 points — cannot be made up)
U The student will receive a 100 pt. grade for eaetfgpmance during a grading period.
O The number of performances will be determined byp#rformance calendar.
U A tardy to any performance will lower a student&sfprmance grade by 20 points.
U Bottomline — either you are there or not. 100 p®ih so. O if not. Great bands take organization
and commitment. The staff plans to be at everfjppaance — the performers should as well.
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» Additional Criteria Affecting Grades
U Excused Absences — no grade penalty. These ulilide:
Medical emergency or illness (A doctor’s note nigsprovided)
Death in the family
Religious holiday
Medical or dental appointment (A note must bevjated)
» Semester Exam
Semester grades shall consist of an average d-tingarter grading periods and a semester exam. The
average of the 2 quarters shall count as a mininofi®0% of the overall semester grade. The semester
exam shall count a maximum of 10% of the overatiester grade.
Specifics
Students will be expected to meet the responsdslifor each band class as listed in the prefachisf
handbook. Since band is an academic music classmany extra-curricular activities attached, thada
student’s grade will reflect achievement in botlricular and extracurricular areas.

Instruments
Students in band and orchestra, grades 5-12, aquired to provide an instrument. The maintenance,
repair and insurance against theft or damage otéhpersonal instruments are solely the responsiloli
each student.
In band and orchestra, grades 5-12, the Districk lealimited number of large instruments that may be
available for no cost to the student. Studentsrasponsible for maintenance, repair and insurante
school owned instruments against theft or lossevimltheir possession. Instruments must be retuate
the end of the school year in the same conditiossaged.

Specifics
» Personal Instruments
U A quality program requires quality musical instrurtgee By the time a student is a freshman at Blue
Valley West High School, he/she will be expectedb& using what is considered a professional
quality instrument. In most cases, these instrushenll have been purchased during the eighth
grade year. If a purchase is needed, the staff b@limost happy to consult with the student and
parents in order to avoid an inappropriate purclamsbto assist in obtaining the best possible price
for the instrument.
Q With all personal instruments, it is strongly recoended that the instrument be insured through your
homeowner’'s policy or a private company. The sthdistrict will not assume liability for
maintenance, repair, or damage of personal insttsne

» School Owned Instruments

U Blue Valley West High School furnishes the follogimstruments for students to use: piccolo, oboe,
English Horn, bassoon, bass clarinet, contrabamsnet, tenor saxophone, baritone saxophone,
French Horn, bass trombone, euphonium, tuba, medlo@, marching baritone, contra, and all
percussion instruments.

U The usage fee for school owned instruments is @aogehto the students. Since the students are not
paying for these instruments, we ask that theyrbateéd with extreme caution and care. Some
students will be issued a marching instrument dsagea concert instrument. This is very generous
considering that most of the school owned instrusi@ost several thousand dollars each. The
student is responsible for the maintenance andegp&éthe equipment.
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Marching Band

Background Information

The marching band is a highly visible aspect of thend program which provides performance
opportunities for band students and integrates bartd school and community activitie&s an integral
part of the band program, the District's philosopig/ that educationally, historically and musically,
marching band is an essential ingredient in a wellnded music educatiofhe District believes that
music students need to develop the ability to pigdie and perform in different ensemble experience
which includes marching band.

Color Guard

Students in Color Guard are a part of the marchiragnd and participate in all activities. Band statkein
Color Guard must be enrolled in the drill team dasBand students who elect to quit band may not
audition for or participate in Color Guard until @nyear has elapsed from the time they drop band.
Students not in band may audition for and partitgp@a Color Guard with the approval of the Danceiire
instructor and Head Band Director. Color Guarddsly a third of the drill team curriculum requiremte

To satisfy all requirements students must partigipa all color guard, dance team, and winter guard
activities.

Competitions
Competitions are an essential part of the learnimgcess for all of the students in marching bangese

are culmination of all of the hard work throughdhe year and are required of all students. Thedkeeach
be counted as 100 point performances.

Grading
Marching band is a part of the academic band cowsd therefore is part of the graded curriculumeeS

above grading procedures for how to track weekbdgs.

Instruments

» Marching band students who play an instrument thatDistrict does not provide (flute, clarinet, @alt
sax, trumpet and trombone) must personally proviaa,ch, and perform with the same instrument they
use in band or a second instrument of the samethgies approved by the Head Band Director.

» The District assumes no responsibility for maintagninstruments they do not supply. Since these
instruments will be played outside in various weatituations (sun, heat, wind, rain, etc.) studeard
parents need to be vigilant regarding instrumentntenance to keep the student’s instrument in top
playing condition.

Participation
» Marching band is required for all high school stids who elect to take the academic band

performance courseOnly Marching Band students will be eligible to pasipate in Symphonic Band
or Jazz Band.

» Exceptions to this requirement for marching bandtipgation as it relates to other performance
ensembles will be authorized at the discretionhef lHead Band Director, the Director of Performing
Arts, and the Assistant Principal of Activities.
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Specifics
» Marching Band Attendance

U Students are expected to attend all rehearsalpenfarmances of the marching band. An unexcused
absence from a performance will jeopardize one$tipa in the marching band. Note the band
calendar and clear all the performance dates now!

QO A student is tardy to rehearsal if he or she isimahe attendance block with instrument and se@spli
when the drum major begins the rehearsal. Habtaralies will jeopardize one's position in the
marching block and may result in removal of theletu from performances

» Charms
The best way to keep up with all forms, calendarg] schedules for band is to consult the Charms
website at charmsmusic.com. Please login to Charnos a week to check the schedule and any updates
that might have taken place.

» Marching Band Rehearsal Requirements

U Rehearsal dress includes shorts, T-shirt, hat jor temnis shoes (a cross-trainer type preferred),
and socks. For safety reasons, students will aatllowed to march in any other footwear. On
some Thursday night rehearsals, we do wear codetingshirts and marching shoes. This is so
we can see the drill as close to in uniform as iptss

U Students must have individual water bottles label@th their name at all rehearsals. Water
bottles will be kept close and frequent water bseall be taken.

U Students should eat breakfast and drink plentylwtls before morning rehearsals. Good
nutrition is a must to remain healthy during manghéeason.

O Students are trained by the directors to watclsiigms of dehydration. Students should monitor
their bodies to make sure they perspire heavilyndurehearsal. Lack of perspiration is a sign of
dehydration.

O Students should sit down immediately if dizzy orake A director will provide assistance.

O During rehearsals, directors will constantly monitthe weather conditions and make
adjustments as necessary for the safety of thestsd

O Water will be provided by the Band Booster Clubgtudents at games and competitions.

> Pep Rallies
All marching band members will attend unless exdusg a director in advanceThere is absolutely

no playing on their way to or from a pep rally. Seating shall be by section, front to back: @eaait
for a director to tell you where to sit.

» Student Leadership

U There are several leadership positions open testadn the marching band that are selected by the
directors. These are: drum major, color guardceffi drum line officer, section leader, uniform
officer, and librarian.

U Requirements for applying for a position includbreef paper on the student's qualifications for the
position, a short teaching demonstration, perfolgeaof a short routine (drum majors and color
guard officers only), and an interview with onemoore of the directors. If selected for one of the
above positions, the student must attend LeaderShaming in July with the other leadership
personnel.
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» Game Procedures

Members of the Marching Band will be expected ttofe the following game procedures. Remember

to show your PRIDE in the Red and Silver Brigadalktimes while in uniform!

O Each person is responsible for his/her equipmeal &tnes.

U THERE IS NO RANDOM PLAYING IN THE STANDS. Professialism at all times — including
kick-off’s, time out’s, and other lapses in the gamWe’'ll be the team’s biggest cheering section,
but only in a positively professional manner.

O Band Council will conduct an inspection prior topdeture. Inspection will include appropriate
wearing of the uniform, instrument and equipmengaod working condition, and all necessary
music in a flip folder.

Be in full uniform at all times. No earrings ompsaare to be worn with the uniform.

Students will march into the stands and remairttabhfion until given the indication to be seated by
a director or drum major.

Students will remain in the stands until permissgagiven to leave.

Sit in assigned seats and do not move about the daning the game.

No food, gum or drink is allowed in the stands.

All students must have music in a flip folder.

For the protection of both personal and school-avmestruments, no organized motion of
instruments is allowed at any time.

Percussion is only to play with the full band othwihe yells or as a section on an organized cadenc
or feature.

No one except band personnel is allowed in the Is@otion. Ex-band students or special visitors
are sometimes exceptions, but only by special g=ion from the director.

Students will ride the bus to and from all gamed p@rformances. No jam boxes are allowed on the
bus - only personal mp3 with earphones. All stislane expected to follow rules established by bus
drivers and to be courteous to band chaperones.

Upon arrival back at Blue Valley West, studentd vaturn uniforms and duffel bags and put away
equipment.

O In performances during cold weather, students boeved to wear a jacket over their uniform coat.

Any additional gloves, scarves, or head coveringtmeaflect the school colors and are subject to

approval by the director and school district guitkd regarding appropriate attire.

o 0O 0O 00000 0o

(M

Medical Release Form
All students enrolled in band, choir and orchestnast have a Medical Release Form on file in thedHea
Director’s office no later than the end of the thiweek of the new school year.

Specifics
All students must complete and turn in a Physical Bledical Waiver during form fest, held during May

No one will travel or perform with the band withathis form on file. (See Charms for all appropgiat
forms)

Orchestra
Wind and percussion students participating in osthee must have concurrent membership in the school
band program.

Private Lessons — Voluntary Music Enrichment Prograand Fees
Private lessons are encouraged for interested stisdas an enrichment program in Band, Choir and
Orchestra.
While private study is not a requirement for pdpgation in any of the music organizations, studeares
strongly encouraged to participate.
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Specifics

Private study is encouraged, but not required attiggpate in the Blue Valley West Bands. The adages

of a one-on-one experience are overwhelming. Plsage the list on the band website of private lesso
faculty recommended by Blue Valley West

Religious Music Guidelines
» District bands, choirs and orchestras, as part ofsecular program of instruction, may perform
religious music. District personnel must make gwadfort to assure that such music reflects a diner
of religious beliefs.

Required Expenses and Fees
All high school music organizations levy fees teeraexpenses of uniform upkeep, additional equipmen
school-owned instrument usage fees, repairs, seppind other program operation expenses not covared
the regular music budget. Program fees are kepbasas possible per student and are managed throug
the local booster club.
All monies raised during fundraising activities twe to the organization’s general fund. There ace
refunds granted from fundraising monies.
If a high school student withdraws from an orgatia or fails academically, and is unable to paipiate
in the organization, any money earned through fars#rs will remain in the organization’s generahél
Any money over and above the costs of the “opeagdgr” and trip costs will remain in the organizatis
general fund.
All fundraising activities must be approved by Area Booster Club and the individual school priraip
All funds raised must be deposited with and acaxifdr through each Area Booster Club.
Instrument purchase/rental: Individual instrumeatg the responsibility of the student/parent, aral/rhe
purchased or rented. A limited number of distoetned instruments may be available.
Financial assistance is available for students wieed help meeting required maintenance fees aret oth
expenses related to this activity. Assistancegthas the organization’s needs and on the commitargh
interest of the individual student, may be obtaitleugh fundraising or other resources (local b@vs
club, campus funds, etc.). Consult the Head Direfcir more information.

Specifics

» Members of the Blue Valley West Bands have findnadigations in three different categories: distri
fees, program operations fee, and trip expense. sthident will be denied participation in the band
program due to financial difficulties. Parents @ldocontact the director with any specific conceris
brief description of all expenses follows.

» District Fees
These usage fees are paid to the Band Club dunmgner band at the beginning of the ice cream social
Most of these costs have to do with uniform care accessories. Students may pay in cash or with a
check made out to Blue Valley West Bands.

» Program Operations Fee
Each student in the Blue Valley West Band will bsponsible for a Program Operations Fee that has
been established by the Blue Valley West Band €l&xecutive Board. The philosophy is that each
high school student will share an equal part of fihancial responsibility of funding band program
expenses not provided by the District. Some ofd¢hexpenses include special music arrangements,
marching drill, flags and supplies for the marchiva;nd, contest entry fees, instruments, equipnaeit,
repairs not provided by the School District, cliait fees, and band club administrative costs ssch a
postage and printing. Students may pay by casherk made out to Blue Valley West Band.
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ALL MARCHING BAND STUDENTS
(Checks made to Blue Valley West Bands or earned by
fundraising)

Payment Plan Fees

Due by May 14, 2010 $ 255.00

» Band Trips
Students are responsible for raising money forigbéand trips. This year the marching band wal b

traveling once to Owasso, OK and twice to St. LOM®©.

> Payment Schedule

FALL SEMESTER

July 19 Payment Plan Fee #2 Due

August 13 Payment Plan Fee #3 Due
September 3 Payment Plan Fee #4 Due

» New Marcher Fee
New marching band students will be assessed ani@ui $60 fee that includes the purchase of new
marching shoes ($40) and a BVW Bands Black Commesshirt ($20). These two items can be used
all four years of high school.

» Refunds and Transfer of Funds

U To be in compliance with Internal Revenue Servi@ndates, no scholarship money earned through
fundraising will be refunded.

Q If a freshman, sophomore or junior overpays orsuaplus scholarship monies, those monies will be
carried forward to the following year.

U Any senior may request all of his/her out-of-pock&tess money, money personally paid, to be
refunded upon graduation. Excess scholarship meaeyed through fundraising participation can
be credited to a sibling’s band account for théof@ing year. If there will not be a sibling in the
high school band the following year, the excess eyonill revert to the Blue Valley West Bands
general fund.

U Any student who did not travel for the current yeay request a refund of his/her out-of-pocket
excess money. Some trip funds may be non-refundipgending on the specific trip payment
agreement.

U Any student who is removed or withdraws from thendarogram will forfeit any and all
deposited funds.

U Any student’s parent may appeal in writing the dieti of the band staff concerning refunds.
Any appeal of this nature must be submitted toRtesident of the Blue Valley West Band Club.

Jazz Band

* To participate in Stage/Jazz band, a student mast ltoncurrent membership in the school band progra
Exceptions may be made only for those who playopiargan, guitar, and bass or are vocalists, witle t
approval of the Head Band Director, the DirectorFahe Arts and the building Principal.
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Band students who elect to drop band and audittwmfembership in the Jazz Band for one of thediste
music exceptions may not audition until one yeas Blapsed from the time they drop band. Priority
placement for exceptions will be given to studeritis concurrent membership in band.

Specifics
Members of the Jazz Band will be encouraged t@ttyfor All-District Jazz Band. The students valso

be required to be heard on all etudes prior to@pating in the All-District Jazz tryouts. Memiseof the
Blue Valley West Jazz Band will be auditioned inglist for placement in the ensemble. Membership in
the ensemble is at the discretion of the directhssignment of parts and solos is at the discredibthe
director. Attendance of all rehearsals, recordiegsions and performances is required.

Summer Activities
The director will post information concerning summnmeusic camps and private studies. Attendance is
encouraged but optional. BV WEST BAND CAMP is Ntional.
Summer camps and activities are held outside thren@loschool year. It should be understood that
attendance and participation at these camps andtmres are clearly at the individual's discretiondthe
Blue valley Schools in no way require this partitipn.
While at these camps, participants are under thesrand procedures of the specific camp involvetitha
Blue Valley Schools assume no responsibility fedett conduct.
A director’s participation in summer activities éntirely at his/her discretion and his/her attendans in
no way related to his/her duties as a Blue Vallelyddls’ employee.

Specifics

» Students are encouraged, but not required, to regmtitheir musical studies during the summer.
Students may sign up for lessons taught by prilestgon faculty during the summer.

» There are also a number of worthwhile camps offdrgduniversities for band students during the
summer. Information about these camps will begubst the band room as received.

» Drum majors, officers, color guard officers, druimel officers, and section leaders will be requited
attend the Leadership Retreat. There may be eetpered for the leadership retreat.

» Color guard and drum line members will be requi@dttend a special summer camp to develop skills
necessary for those groups in the marching banéorrhation including fees for these camps will be
finalized and posted by spring break.

Transportation
The Head Band, Choir and Orchestra Director andneipal will determine the mode of transportation to
and from all performances.
Specifics
The Head Band Director will determine transportatio and from local full band performances. If a
student must leave directly from a performancesteetan be released only to his/her parent/guardiay
exception to this guideline must be submitted intimg and approved by the band director prior te th
event.

Travel
When traveling, each student must meet all local state eligibility requirements to participate ihe
competition.
Students who are ineligible may not travel with ittnesic organization.
Students must be able to satisfactorily performntiag¢erial assigned for the performance.
Students must have attended scheduled rehearsals.
Students must fulfill their financial obligation.
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Specifics

» Student Travel Guidelines

Follow all standard bus/plane rules.

Allow the bus captain to check roll quickly andieifntly.

Refrain from using vulgar or rude language or enga@ rude behavior.

Always be respectful to, appreciative of, and mihdff the chaperones.

Be respectful of other passengers and other groups.

For the safety and comfort of all students, no iplgyf an instrument is allowed on a bus.

oOo0ooop

» Overnight Travel Requirements
U Be eligible according to state law by passing laléses
U Be able to perform satisfactorily the material gssd for performance
U Attend scheduled rehearsals necessary for prepaifati the trip
O Fulfill financial obligations to the organizatigSee Required Expenses/Fees and Support Options.)

Uniforms
The District provides uniforms for high school ntugroups and these are mandatory for participation
high school Band, Choir and Orchestra performances.
The individual student must provide uniform acceasssuch as shoes, socks, gloves, etc. as needed.
Students are responsible for maintenance/cleareng.f
Each student is responsible for repair or replacatmad any damaged or unreturned uniform or accegsor

Specifics
» Band uniforms for marching seasons are providethéyschool District.

» Members of the color guard and winter guard willrbsponsible for providing their uniform for each
season.

» Marching uniforms will be stored in the correct piosis and look appropriate before each performance
These uniforms will be returned after each perfarcegprior to leaving the school.

» Some marching uniforms may require minor alteraisach as adjusting the hem of the pants. These
alterations are not the responsibility of each stitd We may go back and alter the uniforms again
before St. Louis.

» Students are responsible for providing personatssmries for their uniform. During marching season
these accessories are ordered at the time ofdfittiring the first two weeks of August. These
accessories include marching shoes and black sglkses, and the Compression T-shirt worn under
the uniform.

» Each student is responsible for replacing any umfpart that is damaged or lost.

Concert and Other Uniforms
Members of the Blue Valley West Bands must prdtieie concert and pep band uniforms. A description
of the uniform requirements for each ensemble asvshbelow.

» MARCHING BAND:
INFORMAL UNIFORM
Girls and Boys:
U Show T-Shirt or Jaguar Bands Polo or Meyer Musighir, tucked in
U Khaki Shorts with a belt
U Athletic shoes (no sandals, etc.), with socks
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» PEP BAND UNIFORM:
CONCERT ATTIRE
Girls and Boys:
O Jaguar Bands Polo, tucked in, no hats
U Pants/Shorts attire is up to student

» SYMPHONIC & CONCERT BAND:
FORMAL UNIFORMS
Girls and Boys:
Black button down Black Dress Shirt with a colladalack buttons
Black “Dockers” style dress pants
Black belt
Black socks
Black dress shoes
Any T-Shirts worn underneath must be black
No “spaghetti” straps or bare shoulders for théelad
Ladies who wear dresses, they must be knee lemdtimger
THE ENTIRE UNIFORM MUST BE BLACK AND ANYTHING SHOWI NG MUST BE
BLACK.

oooooo0oo

Band Lettering
Students who excel during the entire band seasemlagible to letter in band.
Lettering is at the sole discretion of the direstor
Each student must fill out a form and turn it intane in order to be eligible for lettering.
The form and the description can be found at theeadrthis handbook
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Blue Valley West High School
Red and Silver Brigade
Lettering Requirements

To earn a letter in band at Blue Valley West, stitslenust meet specific requiremer@stergories |,
Il & V below are REQUIRED for all students who earn a letter. Students migst meet

requirements listed for catergory @R IV. CIRCLE THE ITEMS THAT APPLY TO YOU FOR
ONLY THIS SCHOOL YEAR.
l. (REQUIRED)100% attendance at all assigned performancé®©nly absences outlined
in the excused absence policy will suffieamily vacations, etc will not be excused for
letter consideration. (This includes Pep Band, tours, etc.)

Il. (REQUIRED) SELECTTWO FROM BELOW

A.

@ mmo
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2 or more additional pep band performances

Drum Major

Consistent private study (yearly and must haveesidorm from teacher)

Summer music camp (ex. KU, Indiana, BOA Summer Sysnpn)

Perfect attendance for all summer marching bandarsials

Band Council Member

Community Service (playing at church, helping yoemplayers, etc. for the YEAR)
Attend two professional performances (must proyidegram and write a review)

ELECTTHREE FROM BELOW

All-District Band(s) audition, or

All-District Band(s) member or alternate

1 point foreachsolo/ensemble performance of a |, Il, or Il rgtit District Solo and
Ensemble Festival

Pit Orchestra member

Jazz Band enrollment

All-State Band(s) audition

Solo/ ensemble performance(s) of a Il or lll rataigstate Solo and Ensemble
Festival

Orchestra concert performance as a wind/ percussiction member
Enrollment in Music Theory

Participation in Winter Drumline/ Winterguard

College/ University sponsored High School Honor @amember

Year long participation in KC Youth Sympony or KUK&ind Ensemble.

. BOA Honor Band or Rose Parade Member

Named Outstanding Solist at a Jazz Festival Attefye\West

V. SELECTONE FROM BELOW (Category Il not needed if one of theddw applies)

A.

B.

All-State Band(s) member
Solo/ensemble performance of a | rating at Statsidlkestival

V. (REQUIRED) SELECT ONE FROM BELOW

Participate in fund raising to raise a minimum 08.00 for the band program, not
individual ledgers. This may be accomplished thtofumdraised profits or any
donation toward the band program at BVW.

Participate in fund raising to raise a minimum 5090 for the band program, not
individual ledgers, and volunteer 25 hours of sertoward BVW band program
(parent hours may be counted)

Volunteer 50 hours of service toward the BVW barmbpam (parent hours may be
counted) Extra Pep Band Games may be counted t@uvaodrs each).

A.
B.
C.
Name
This is my

year to letter in band

(ft, 21d, 3'd, 41h)



2010-2011 BLUE VALLEY WEST BAND
HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

This Handbook is provided for your information. Wepe it will make your Blue Valley
West Band experience as beneficial as possiblasPleead the Handbook and sign the
following acknowledgement form and return it to thend office before September 3.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT | HAVE RECEIVED AND READ TH E
2010-2011 BAND HANDBOOK AND WILL OBSERVE ALL
GUIDELINES FOUND THEREIN.

Student Signature

| HAVE RECEIVED AND READ THE 2010-2011 BAND HANDBO OK
AND UNDERSTAND HOW IT APPLIES TO MY BAND STUDENT.

Parent/Guardian Signature




