• Welcome to the 2022-2023 Blue Valley West Band Program!
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• We have a tremendously talented and enthusiastic staff who work with our
students year-round. You can read more information about each staff member on
the band website as their biographies are added throughout the summer.
• Our student leaders spend a good deal of the summer training to guide their peers
through the marching season and beyond.
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• The Blue Valley West Bands are entering their 3rd decade with a strong history and
reputation for providing high quality and impactful musical experiences for our
students and community.
• For our newest members, the difference from Middle School to High School Band
centers on increased opportunities.
• Students can choose to be engaged at a variety of levels that will provide
enjoyment and challenges no matter what their future plans may be.
• While the schedule may seem “busier” the high school band experience
complements and enhances each student’s journey here at West.
• BVW Cornerstones are not just words, they are embedded into our curriculum and
help define our program’s culture. We strive not only to help students enjoy music,
but also to gain skills and experiences that will enrich their future path.
• Family is most important – students AND parents build strong relationships
through our shared experiences.
• Pride is HOW we do things.
• Grit – to become successful requires effort as well as learning how to face
challenges with perseverance and resilience.
• Excellence – the product of the other cornerstones. If we work together; focused
on our values; and put in the hard work, we will be rewarded in the end.
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• Band is a year-round activity that runs from June through May, however we do
limit our schedules so that students can balance band with other interests and
activities that make the high school experience at West so rewarding!
• Summer conditioning – Thursdays throughout June and July. Generally 9-11 Am
OR 6-8 PM. Flexible attendance – if you are in town, please come, if not, catch you
next time! Students focus on passing off fundamental skills,
• Band Camp – we focus on learning music and choreography for our fall
performances. Attendance is required, but again, we work with students –
communication is key! Why band camp? We have performance obligations on the
first day of school and we want to ensure we can meet our community’s
expectations. It is also a lot of fun!
• Fall: Marching band is fun – it is a unique aspect of high school that pushes our
students musically and helps them grow personally. Our season runs August –
October, and we have 4 games and 3 competitions. Honor Band auditions for
interested students take place in the fall.
• Winter: We switch over to our Concert Ensembles in November with a shift of
class schedules in January. Winter Guard and Jazz Band ramp up during this time,
and students also can participate in Pep Band.
• Spring – Festival season with full band performances and individual opportunities.
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• Punctual – ”early is on time, on time is late.” Plan ahead to arrive in time to get the
most out of every rehearsal and event.
• Present – Every student plays a critical role – be here, and communicate well in
advance if something comes up. When we are here – focus on what we are doing.
• Prepared – band requires specialized equipment and uniforms – make sure to have
everything you need.
• Purposeful – Time is our most valuable resource – be intentional with every
moment we are together. This way we can minimize our requirements.
• Proud – Live our expectations at all times.
• Stay Informed – the calendar for year is available online. Plan ahead – with
advanced communication schedule conflicts are easy to work around. We support
students being involved in a range of activities and experiences!
• Weekly Update – available on the website and sent via email.
• Band App – platform for students to communicate information.
• Communication – If you have a question regarding grades, opportunities,
attendance, etc. make sure to email or communicate in person with a director.
• Get Involved – every parent is automatically part of our booster organization. Your
assistance frees up our directors so they can focus on teaching your student!
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• Amy Jensen is our 2022-2023 Blue Valley West Band Booster President! She will
provide some information on how parents can get involved to help enhance their
student’s experience and have fun doing it as well!

• The purpose of our Band Boosters is to promote the welfare, betterment,
advancement, and encouragement of band, color guard, and band-related
activities at Blue Valley West High School!

• Our Boosters thrive on a culture of service and enjoy helping our students!
• YOU can have a front row seat to your student’s band experience.

• We have a fantastic set of parents who have volunteered to oversee our
committees and projects.
• That said – we need YOU! Every parent who gives just a little of their time, effort,
and energy to volunteer with a job or committee can help make the overall
experience that much better!
• It’s fun to volunteer and really easy to do!

• This is a list of the committees we have. Each of you can probably find something
you enjoy doing and willing to help with:
• Operations: Building an moving things. Props, trucks – you like using your hands?
This is the place to be!
• Uniforms: Help our students look great – NO SEWING REQUIRED (but we will take
volunteers who can!)
• Food Service: Teenage band students like to (and need to) EAT! Help with
preparing or serving meals!
• Chaperones: Our kids are awesome! It is a blast to ride the bus to performances
with them, while at the same time we help each event run smoothly when we help
manage the little issues that come up.
• Color Guard: Help manage our Fall and Winter Guard!
• Fundraising: Especially with London coming up, we want to ensure that we have
the resources to make band a great experience!
• Special Events: From team building to celebrations to recruitment, there are a
number of small events that occur throughout the year.
• Recognition and Spirit: We have a lot of special traditions to celebrate and
acknowledge our awesome students – help us out!

• Miscellaneous: Just what it means – sometimes there are little things that need
done.
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• To help keep costs low and our experiences consistent, we need to raise funds. We
have a number of projects – check out the band Website and Weekly Update for
details!

• Our board meets monthly to take care of regular business. We do host 4 full
booster meetings a year to inform our families and plan for upcoming events.
• The registration form asks parents to share preferences they have for helping out –
you aren’t committing to anything (YET!) This helps our boosters find interests and
skills to make it easier on everyone involved!
• We look forward to getting to know you as well as your student this year!

• To get strated with our year, there are several forms and other pieces of
information that are very important. The firs is our website:
• www.bvwestband.com
• Everything you need to know can be found here! Check it frequently!
• We also have an Instagram and Facebook!
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• Registration Form: Collects contact information, shirt sizes, and other data that are
important to get a quick start to the year.
• Whether you are new or returning, it is essential that this form be filled out
immediately!
• Student Contact Info
• Parent contact Info
• Synopsis of Costs
• Dietary Restrictions for your Student
• Health Form Reminders for your student
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• The Blue Valley District supports the curricular aspects of our program, however
band is co-curricular. Just like dance, cheer, debate, theater, yearbook, journalism,
and at various points math, science, etc.
• There are consumable items, uniforms, and equipment along with special
enhancements and traditions / expectations that make the Blue Valley West Band
successful and special. These items are not generally funded by the district.
• Some history for context – our Fair Share had risen to $1900 per student. Over the
past two years we have worked very hard with the district and our building
administration to invest in our music programs and to properly fund various
aspects of our program. The chart illustrates how the Fair Share has been modified
over the past 3 years.
• For new students there are always a few extra expenses, mostly from uniforms.
• The Fair Share should NOT be a barrier to participation! No student is turned
away because of financial difficulties. Please speak with our treasurer, boosters,
or directors – they will help find a way!
• Our Fair Share is comparable to other area band programs, and lower than many in
our district. Also comparable to other year-round activities at West.
• SCRIP program can help offset many of these costs! See website for details!
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• Packet of forms that is required for all students participating in Athletics and
Activities at Blue Valley West.
• All forms are digital. The Physical can be scheduled through your primary care
provider or through a number of clinics.
• All other forms will be completed online – see information from the Blue Valley
West Athletics Office later this summer.
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• All dates for year available now.
• Google calendar that you can subscribe to!
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SWAG!
Show your BV West Pride!
Store open through July!
This is separate from the uniform items students need to purchase. These are the
fun extras!
• London Specific attire will be available later in the Fall.
•
•
•
•
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• There is still an opportunity to participate! Registrations accepted through
September 1!
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• Questions? Just ask! We are so excited about what lies ahead!
• Please complete the registration form TODAY!
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